
Cate Dorr has an undergraduate degree in pre-medicine
from the University of California and is currently
completing her master's degree in Occupational
Therapy. She is a certified Assistance Dog trainer for
Hawai‘i Canines for Independence. She has trained
Assistance Dogs on the mainland and is a graduate of
the Assistance Dog Institute in California. Dorr
contributed to the development of Canine Sign
Language at HCI.
Dr. Wendi Hirsch is a Licensed Clinical Psychologist
with Kapi‘olani Behavioral Health Service at Kapi‘olani
Medical Center for Women and Children, where she is
also Vice-Chair of the Hospital's Bioethics Committee
and collaborates as a member of its Palliative Care
Committee. She completed her doctorate at Texas A&M
University and took additional fellowship training in
Pediatric Psychology at the University of Texas. Dr.
Hirsch is an Adjunct Clinical Faculty at the Department
of Psychiatry in the John A. Burns School of Medicine
at the University of Hawai‘i. A graduate of HCI, she is
the full-time handler for Therapy Dog Tucker.
Brian Kajiyama is a PhD student in Exceptionalities in
the Special Education department at UH M_noa. Among
other responsibilities, he promotes disability awareness
through various media, including speaking
engagements locally and nationally. Kajiyama has also
worked as a graduate assistant and volunteer for the
University of Hawai‘i football team. He has Cerebral
Palsy and graduated from Hawai‘i Canines for



Independence in 2008 with his Service Dog, Zeus.
Kajiyama is non-verbal and was the inspiration for the
development of the Canine Sign Language (CSL).
Tucker is a Golden Retriever. He graduated from HCI in
2007 and is a full-time Facility Dog at Kapi‘olani Medical
Center.
Zeus is a Labrador Retriever. He graduated from HCI in
2008 and is a Service Dog.
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"Our Geniuses" by Sheila Sarhangi, photography by Mark
Arbeit. View the article online at the HONOLULU Magazine
website.


